In their own neighborhood Mr. and Mrs. Baynes have had wonderful success in making the intimate personal acquaintance of many birds. A very full discussion of such problems as those concerning methods of attracting birds, feeding birds in winter, devices which have been found useful, nest boxes, and the best shrubs and plants for attracting birds, is one of the chief contributions of the book.
The English Sparrow, or European Spar-. row as Mr, Baynes calls it, apparently -has no terrors for the author. The birds have been banished completely from his home town, Meriden, New Hampshire.
Trapping is asserted to be the safest method of elimination, poisoning the most effective. As to the possibility of eradicating the English Sparrow he says (pp. 245, 246): "Almost any town or city can be cleared of European Sparrows and kept clear of them, if just a few men of resource' and resolution will undertake the work. In almost any town there are a certain number of men who have made a great success in business, and I know and they know that if the sparrows had stood between any one of them and the success he has made, there would not be a single sparrow .in that town."
Mr. Baynes gives ample space and adequate treatment to the economic argument for bird protection, but wisely realizes that without feelings and passion as well as economics and intellect behind it the movement for conservation will not get as far as it ought to. The following is from his discussion of the aesthetic and moral reasons for protecting the birds (p. 116): "No woods , are dreary if the jays or crows are calling; no field but is full of joy if the bobolinks are sprinkling it with their song; and he is not quite human whose heart does not beat faster when at night and far above him he hears the cry of the wild gander as he leads his flying squadrons northward, homeward, through the pathways of the skies."
The note of Mr. Bayne's argument, throughout, is an optimistic, a constructive one. His is not a code of don' t' s, but rather a compellingly persuasive program of do's. Realizing the fundamental importance in our complicated civilization of organization as an aid to individual effort he places much emphasis upon the desirability of the formation of bird clubs.
After reading the book one is not surprised to learn that a new edition has had to be prepared already.-WALTxa P. TAYLOFZ. Much can be learned as to the habits of birds by keeping them in captivity.
MINUTES OF COOPER CLUB MEETINGS
The aviary should be encouraged rather than discouraged.
Mr. Noack. who has for a number of years been maintaining an aviary of foreign birds, then gave a talk on "Breeding habits of foreign doves and finches in captivity". Particular attention was called to the successful breeding of Nicobar pigeons in his aviary. About fifteen different kinds of doves * and oiseons have been successfully bred by him,-and also a large number of interesting foreign finches. Mr. Noack illustrated his talk by sets of eggs of the orange bishop weaver and blood-billed weaver, and also by a nest of the former. A general discussion followed. Adjourned. .: l * . , . .,' :. .
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